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People Dwelling Alone Who Are More Than Conquerors (4):

First Two Educationally Rich Battles

Key Verses: Joshua 6:1-21; 7:10-13

Memorization Verses: Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? ... No, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us. (Rom 8:35,37)

1. The Importance of the Battle of Jericho being the first battle
a. lIt's a battle facing a great and fortified fortress
+* For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. Forthe
weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down
strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself
against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the
obedience of Christ, (2 Cor 10:3-5)
b. It's an educational battle: Understanding the key to victory
i. The Intervention of God's Power and Grace
+* And the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not fear them, for | have delivered
them into your hand; not a man of them shall stand before you.” (Jos
10:8) / ... the Lord cast down large hailstones from heaven on them as
far as Azekah, and they died. There were more who died from the
hailstones than the children of Israel killed with the sword. (Jos 10:11) /
for the Lord fought for Israel. (Jos 10:14b) / But the Lord said to
Joshua, “Do not be afraid because of them, for tomorrow about this
time | will deliver all of them slain before Israel. ...” (Jos 11:6)
ii. "Trust and Obey" - a must-learn lesson for "every soldier"
+* And the Lord said to Joshua: “See! | have given Jericho into your hand,
its king, and the mighty men of valor. You shall march around the city,
all you men of war; you shall go all around the city once. This you shall
do six days. And seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns
before the ark. But the seventh day you shall march around the
city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. (Jos 6:2-4)
2. The Battle of Ai that is without the Presence and Blessings of God
a. Learningto “Rely on God Alone”: The battle belongs to the Lord
+* And they returned to Joshua and said to him, “Do not have all the people go up,
but let about two or three thousand men go up and attack Ai. Do not make the
whole people toil up there, for they are few.” So about three thousand men
went up there from the people. And they fled before the men of Ai (Jos 7:3-4)
b. Learning “For God Alone”: The destruction of the accursed things
+*» Therefore, the children of Israel could not stand before their
enemies, but turned their backs before their enemies, because they have
become doomed to destruction. Neither will | be with you anymore, unless you



destroy the accursed from among you. Get up, sanctify the people, and

say, ‘Sanctify yourselves for tomorrow, because thus says the Lord God of Israel:
“There is an accursed thing in your midst, O Israel; you cannot stand before
your enemies until you take away the accursed thing from among you.” (Jos
7:12-13)

The dreadful consequences “if” the accursed things are not removed:

“Neither will | be with you anymore” (Jos 7:12)

“You cannot stand before your enemies” (Jos 7:13)
Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also
reap. (Gal 6:7)



