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Session 3
The Reaffirmation of the Commission

The Great Commission is for All Generations and All Churches

18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them
to observe all things that | have commanded you; and lo, | am with you always, even to
the end of the age.” (Matt 28:18-20)

A. The great commision is for all nations
1. [Transversely] From the Jews, a chosen people, to the whole world: Cross race,
culture, language, geography, ... all sorts of seperations

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

2. [Longitudinally] From the Pentecost to the Lord’s return: Cross history, age, from
generation to generation

And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a
witness to all the nations, and then the end will come. (Matt 24:14)

B. The great commission is to be carried out in each generation

1 Arise, shine; for your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon
you. 2 For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and deep darkness the
people; but the Lord will arise over you, and His glory will be seen upon you. 3
The Gentiles shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.
(Isaiah 60:1-3)

14 Do all things without complaining and disputing, 15 that you may become
blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked
and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16
holding fast the word of life ... (Philippians 2:14-16a)

a. The children of God may be persecuted, but the word of the Lord expands
even more

e 19 Now those who were scattered after the persecution that arose
over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch,
preaching the word to no one but the Jews only. ... 21 And the hand
of the Lord was with them, and a great number believed and turned
to the Lord.( Acts 11:19-21)

e Though Herod the king stretched out his hand to harass the church,
James martyred, Peter imprisoned (Acts 12:1-4) ... But the word of
God grew and multiplied.(Acts 12:24)



e 23 Then immediately an angel of the Lord struck [Herod], because
he did not give glory to God. And he was eaten by worms and died.
24 But the word of God grew and multiplied. (Acts 12:23-24)

o Ephesus was full of idolatry and sorcery: ... the word of the Lord
grew mightily and prevailed.(Acts 19:20)

b. Exalt Christ in one accord
Christ is the center, the purpose, and the content of our lives and services

c. Expand God’s Kingdom in one course
e “Acity on a hill cannot be hidden!”
e May all the churches be like a “city set on a hill” : As always, so
now also, Christ be magnified



