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The Christianized Home
Scriptures: Gen. 2:18-25; Eph. 5:22-6:4

A) Husband and Wife
a) Back to the beginning - A look at marriage as designed by God from the
Garden of Eden
1) One Man and One Woman
= “This is now bone of my bones, And flesh of my flesh; She shall be
called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man.”(Gen. 2:23)
2) One Husband and One Wife
= A man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and
they two shall become one flesh. (Gen. 2:24)
= A requirement for Elder or Deacon in the Scriptures is that he is the
husband of one wife. (1 Tim. 3:2,12)
3) For a Lifetime
= “... So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God
has joined together, let not man separate.” ... “... And | say to you,
whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries
another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced
commits adultery.” (Matt. 19:6-9)
b) The Sacred Meaning and Purpose of Marriage
1) For the Will of God
"Husband-and-wife” is a typology of “Christ-and-the-Church” - this is the
pinnacle of value and meaning for marriage, the unity of body, soul and

spirit.

= And the Lord God said, “It is not good that man should be alone; | will
make him a helper comparable to him.”... Therefore a man shall leave
his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become
one flesh. (Gen. 2:18, 24)
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= ... Thisis a great mystery, but | speak concerning Christ and the

church. (Eph. 5:31-32)

2) For the Glory of God
a. Christ-centered
b. Cross-centered
c. life-long Covenant & Commitment

3) New Testament Teachings for Husbands and Wives
Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord...Therefore, just as
the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in
everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church
and gave Himself for her,... let the wife see that she respects her
husband. (Eph. 5:22-33)

B) Parents and Children
a) Let the Lord Have the First Place
b) Pass on Spiritual Inheritance
c) New Testament Teachings for Parents and Children
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and

mother,” which is the first commandment with promise: “that it may be well with

you and you may live long on the earth.” [Children, obey your parents in all

things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord. (Col. 3:20)] And you, fathers, do

not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and
admonition of the Lord. (Eph. 6:1-4)

C) Serve as a family - “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord”
% Since generations of old it's been the Enemy’s scheme to destroy “service by
the whole household”
= ...So Pharaoh said, “I will let you go, that you may sacrifice to the

Lordyour God in the wilderness; only you shall not go very far away...”



WA EE RS A AR He (10)
C301
(Exo. 8:28) ...Not so! Go now, you who are men, and serve the Lord, for

that is what you desired.” ...Then Pharaoh called to Moses and said, “Go,
serve the Lord; only let your flocks and your herds be kept back. Let your
little ones also go with you.” (Exo. 10:11, 24-26)
% The example of Joshua’s household serving the Lord together

= ... And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves
this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served
that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in
whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the
Lord.”(Josh. 24:15)

[ Questions to Ponder ]

Issues concerning the family is one of the greatest challenges in today’s churches.

Please be sincere as you ponder these questions:

1) According to this lesson, what are the three basic principles of marriage by God’s
design? In this generation we clearly see the attack and destruction of these
principles by the Enemy. How should we pray for our own and all families in the
church?

2) “The purpose of marriage is not to pursue happiness, but for the glory and testimony
of God.” Do you honestly agree with this statement? Please share your thoughts on
A.b) of the lesson, “The Sacred Meaning and Purpose of Marriage”. What have you
learned in this aspect through your daily living?

3) What reminders has this lesson provided you and your spouse regarding child
rearing? What concrete plans have you made to put what you learned into practice?

4) How is the “Christianized home” related to “serving as a family”? What are the

challenges in building a family after God’s heart? How do we overcome?



