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The roles and functions of men and women in the Church

A. Concerning the creation of men and women
1) God created man according to his own image and likeness; male and female he created them. (Gen 1:26-28)

2) For Adam was formed first, then Eve. (1 Tim 2:13)

e For man is not from woman, but woman from man. ° Nor was man created for the woman, but woman for
the man. (1 Cor 11:8-9)

= This is not speaking of the difference in status between men and women, but the order by which man and

women are formed; and more significantly the emphasis that the church came to being because of Christ and

exists for Christ.

3) Special commission upon the creation of men and women
a) Adam was created so that he would tend and keep the Garden of Eden. (Gen 2:15)

b) Eve was created because, “It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helper comparable
to him.” (Gen 2:18)

B. Concerning the position of grace and what has been committed to men and women
« Foryou are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 2’ For as many of you as were baptized into
Christ have put on Christ. ® There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is
neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. (Gal 3:26-28)

C. Concerning the gifts and functions for men and women
« There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. ... But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each
one for the profit of all: ... But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one
individually (regardless of male or female) as He wills. (1 Cor 12:4-11)
e But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. (Eph 4:7)

D. Concerning head covering (1 Cor 11:2-16)
o The head of Christ is God, and Christ is the head of all, therefore everyone ought to submit to the
authority of Christ that God would have the first place. But because of the following reasons:
1) Man is the typology of Christ and woman is the typology of the church (Eph 5: 31-32)
2) the head of woman is man (1 Cor 11:3)
3) because of the angels (1Cor 11:10)

Therefore:
1) woman ought cover her head, to have a symbol of authority on her head (1 Cor 11:10)
= But every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head, for
that is one and the same as if her head were shaved. For if a woman is not covered, let her also
be shorn. But if it is shameful for a woman to be shorn or shaved, let her be covered. (1 Cor
11:5-6)
= But if a woman has long hair, it is a glory to her; for her hair is given to her for a covering. (1
Cor 11: 15)
2) Women covering their heads are reminders and a testimony of the church’s obedience toward Christ

E. Concerning preaching
1) Itis permissible for women to preach and pray publicly — on the condition that their heads are
covered
a) Old testament: Women prophets, women judges
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b) New Testament: But every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered
dishonors her head ... For this reason the woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her
head, because of the angels.

2) The boundaries and applications of two particularly difficult to explain scripture references
= Letawoman learn in silence with all submission. And I do not permit a woman to teach or to
have authority over a man, but to be in silence. (1 Tim 2:11-12)
= Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak; but they are
to be submissive, as the law also says. And if they want to learn something, let them ask their
own husbands at home; for it is shameful for women to speak in church. Or did the word of
God come originally from you? Or was it you only that it reached? (1 Cor 14: 34-36)

F. Services of men and women at SVCA
+ Regardless of brothers or sisters, everyone ought to commit themselves fully into services according to
the life and gifting they have received.

«+ Brothers, apart from actively participating in church services, ought to also take up the responsibility as
the head of the house — particularly as the guardian over the spiritual wellbeing of the home. Sisters,
apart from functioning in church services, must also be equally yoked with their husbands — to fully
support their husbands as helpers.

«»+ Sisters, apart from taking on roles that represents the church (i.e. elders, senior pastors), are permitted to
partake in any services including leadership roles such as : small group leaders, deacons, fulltime
ministers, etc. but they must have appropriate spiritual covering — likewise for all brothers.

% Sisters can be speakers, but their heads must be covered as well as spiritual covering.

G. The roles and responsibility of men and women in the home (reference Knowing Our Church (10) :
Christian Homes)

[ Discussion Questions ]

1) After taking this class what new understanding have you gained concerning the different purpose and role of
man and woman in God’s creation?

2) How would you help or encourage your spouse to participate in the meetings and services in God’s house
according to His heart?

3) What is the proper understanding of the statement “God is the head of Christ, Christ head of man, and man head
of woman”? Why do you think sisters wearing head-coverings is helpful in showing the testimony of obedience
to Christ by the church?
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