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Silicon Valley Christian Assembly Knowing Our Church (8) C301

Church Worship

Scriptures: 11 Then | looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and
the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice: “Worthy is
the Lamb who was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom, and strength and honor and glory and blessing!” 13 And
every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, |
heard saying: “Blessing and honor and glory and power be to Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, forever and ever!”
14 Then the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the twenty-four elders fell down and worshiped Him who lives forever and
ever. (Revelations 5:11-14)
A) God is worthy of our worship, and deserves our worship

- Heis the only true God, the Lord of all

% God is strongly calling us back to the original purpose when He created us - to forever worship Him and
enjoy Him! - A. W. Tozer

= You shall worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God (Exodus 34:14)

= You “shall” worship the LORD your God, and Him “only” you shall serve (Luke 4:8)

B) Basic requirements of true worship
1) God-centered worship
% Worship became meaningful only after the ark came to rest

s Worship is the response of a saint’s whole being (mind, emotion, will and body) toward God’s being, words
and deeds. - Warren W. Wiersbe

= 31 Now these are the men whom David appointed over the service of song in the house of the LORD, after
the ark came to rest. 32 They were ministering with music before the dwelling place of the tabernacle of
meeting... and they served in their office according to their order (1 Chronicles 6:31-32)
2) Worship in spirit and truth

% True worship is an encounter and dialog between created man and God. The dialog may be of different
formats, but it has to come from the most sincere worship of the heart.

% When you pray, it is better to have the heart without words, than to have words without the heart. - John
Bunyan

= ...these people draw near with their mouths and honor Me with their lips, but have removed their hearts far
from Me, and their fear toward Me is taught by the commandment of men (Isaiah 29:13)

= ...God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth. (John 4:23-24)

3) Free worship in the Holy Spirit

+ Worship that is truly free must be in the Holy Spirit. For the Holy Spirit to move freely, we must first learn
to deny ourselves and to obey in meetings.

= For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit... and have no confidence in the flesh
(Philippians 3:3)

= The Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty (2 Corinthians 3:17)
= ... so that we should serve in the newness of the Spirit and not in the oldness of the letter (Romans 7:6b)
= It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing (John 6:63a)
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C) Church Worship
1) From personal worship to corporate worship

- Personal experiences are very important, but the greater work and blessings of the Holy Spirit are for
the church and in the church. Personal worship is not to replace corporate worship, but to enhance
corporate worship.

- In Revelations, all worship before the throne is corporate worship. Today’s church worship is a
foreshadow of the future heavenly worship.

2) All meetings should be “Christ-centered worship”. All true worship will be followed with surrendering
and consecration.

3) The format of worship is not limited to music only. Sunday meetings at SVCA include: singing,
communion to remember the Lord, sermons, testimonies, prayer response, announcement and offering.
Every part of the meeting is worship. This meeting is the best expression of our knowledge of God, our
life stature, the quality of our service and testimony of the church. Broadly speaking, all services are
worship.

4) Church worship has to be founded on the Truth and unity, overcoming all barriers in culture, language,
age, background, etc., so that all may worship God in one heart. For example, w.r.t. singing, SVCA
focuses more on us being the right person with right attitude, than on the length, genre and music
composition of the songs.

D) The most significant worship for saints of the New Covenant - Communion to remember the Lord and to
praise the Father God

= Numbers 5:11-28
= |saiah 53:4-6
= 1 Corinthians 11:23-29

1) The most genuine heartfelt experience for sinners saved by grace
2) The deepest worship for sinners saved by grace

3) The most indispensable meeting for sinners saved by grace

[ Discussion Questions )
1) Among the three basic requirements of true worship, please share which one(s) you have experienced personally.

2) Please share how you have experienced renewal in the Holy Spirit through songs, communion, sermons, prayers,
etc. during Sunday worship at SVCA.

3) Why does SVCA have communion meeting every Sunday? Please share how you participate in the communion
meeting with a God-worshiping attitude. Is there any room for personal growth w.r.t. participating in the
communion meetings?
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