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Knowledge and Experience of the Holy Spirit

Scriptures: 16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper,

that He may abide with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but

you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. (John 14:16-17)

A. Today is not only the age of grace, but even more so the age of the Holy Spirit
(Acts 2:32-33; Luke 24:49; John 14:16-17, 26, 16:7-8)

B. The main purposes of the coming of the Holy Spirit

1. To glorify the Son of God, and testify for the Son of God (John 15:26-27, 16:14-15)

e All signs, wonders, mighty works, transformation of hearts, revelation... are to glorify
the Son of God
2. To lead the children of God into all truth (John 16:13-14, 1 Cor 12:7)
o All promises, truth, spiritual blessings... become reality through the indwelling and the
working of the Holy Spirit

3. To build up the church, and to fulfill God’s will

(a) To build up the body of Christ (1 Cor 12:13; Ephesians 4:11-16)
e Not only that the Church was born through the coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2),
the Holy Spirit also gives all types of gifts to equip the saints for the work of the
ministry, in order to build up the body of Christ.

(b) To prepare the bride for the second coming of the Lord (Ephesians 5:26; Revelation
19:7, 22:17)

C. The fundamental knowledge and experience of the Holy Spirit

1. Re-birth and salvation
(a) Repentance (John 16:8) - The Holy Spirit comes to convict the world of sin,
of righteousness, and of judgment.
(b) Born again (John 3:5) - unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he
cannot enter the kingdom of God...

2. Indwelling of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 6:19; Ezekiel 36:26-27)
(a) Objectively - Occurred at the same time as 1)
(b) Subjectively - Need revelation from the Holy Spirit to truly see and live in that reality
(Including: enlightenment, comfort, guidance, provision, teaching of the anointing,

presence, etc of the Holy Spirit)

3. Discipline of the Holy Spirit
(a) The Holy Spirit intercedes for us according to God’s will (Romans 8:27)

(b) The Holy Spirit works all things for good to those who love God (Romans 8:28-30)
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e Tear down the old creation, and build up the life and characters of the Son of God
in us, so that we can be “like Him”
4. Being filled of the Holy Spirit - The overflowing of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in
depth and breadth. Results in -
(a) More abundant life and power
(b) Closer to the Lord, deeper love for the Lord

e (Spirit-filled) -
Being filled with the Holy Spirit can transform a saint’s life and his relationship with God, it
is an important experience toward living a victorious life. Therefore Paul commands
us: Be filled with the Holy Spirit continually (Ephesians 5:18), and be a “Spirit-filled”
person.

5. Baptism of the Holy Spirit
¢ Toreceive power from above, in order to serve and witness for the Lord; Or to
receive power to stand firm for the Lord and live out the victory in the midst of
great battles and trials (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8, 10:38; Acts 2:1-4)

« "“The love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy
Spirit who was given to us” (Romans 5:5)

D. Several Things to Note:

1. All experiences in the Holy Spirit have to be founded on Biblical truth; the Word of the
Lord and the Spirit of the Lord are inseparable.

For example, one can pray in tongues privately. Yet according to 1 Cor 14:28, 13, 19, we'd
rather be silent or pray with understanding in public meetings, unless there is an
interpreter for the tongues.

2. All experiences and gifts of the Holy Spirit must be for deeper knowledge of the
Lord, and for one to be laid hold of by the Lord. The emphasis is not on the
experiences or gifts themselves. Genuine experiences in the Holy Spirit will bring
about life renewal and transformation, and yield more fruit of the Spirit (Galatians

5:22). They will also bring us closer to the Lord and deeper love for the Lord.

3. The Holy Spirit gives spiritual gifts as He wills, in order to glorify God and bless
man. Spiritual gifts are not to be boasted of, coerced, imitated, envied or suppressed.

4. Not all signs and wonders can be trusted, especially in the end time as many
false prophets and even false christs will rise (Matthew 24:24). We need to learn

to discern. Yet at the same time we should refrain from casually judging behaviors
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that we do not agree, unless they obviously violate Biblical truths, lest we

blaspheme against the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 12:31)

5. The most prominent feeling when being filled or baptized with the Holy Spirit is
“encountering the Lord”, being immersed in His presence. Do not pay attention to the
surrounding, our own thoughts or feelings, ... but focus our whole being and our whole
hearts on Jesus - such is the secret to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Moreover, do not
reject or fear the work of the Holy Spirit because of other people’s abnormal, extreme or
erroneous manifestations. Everyone’s response differs. Therefore we should never
imitate, compare, suppress ourselves, be disturbed by others or even judge others, but to
obey the Holy Spirit and let Him move freely.

6. The Holy Spirit and the cross work together

More and deeper work of the cross always results in more blessings in the Holy Spirit;
People who are being filled with the Holy Spirit often will be even more faithful, powerful
and willing to love and obey the Lord, to walk the way of the cross and live for the Lord.

7. Although individual experiences are very important, but the greater work and

blessings of the Holy Spirit are always for the Church and in the Church.

[ Discussion Questions]

1. Among the five experiences in the Holy Spirit mentioned in this lesson, which ones
have you experienced personally?

2. Inthis lesson it is mentioned that “All experiences and gifts of the Holy Spirit must be
for deeper knowledge of the Lord, and for one to be laid hold of by the Lord. The
emphasis is not on the experience or the gifts themselves”. Please briefly share your view
and lessons learned in this area.

3. Please share your understanding of the statement - “Although individual
experiences are very important, but the greater work and blessings of the Holy
Spirit are always for the Church and in the Church”. How can we allow the Holy
Spirit to move more freely in our church, so that we can receive even greater

blessings in the Holy Spirit?



