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Silicon Valley Christian Assembly Knowing Our Church (6) C301

The purpose and content of all our meetings

Scriptures: And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the
more as you see the Day approaching. (Heb 10:24-25)

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!

It is like the precious oil upon the head, running down on the beard, the beard of Aaron, running down on
the edge of his garments. It is like the dew of Hermon, descending upon the mountains of Zion; For there
the Lord commanded the blessing— Life forevermore. (Ps 133)

A. All our meetings are to be “Christ centered worship”
Church is the body of Christ, the vessel by which Christ is to fill and magnify the glory of God.
Therefore, at every meeting (regardless of its type) we ought to let Christ be the center, the
purpose, and content; and not just the gathering of people. All of our meetings and services are
not simply “for Him”, but “of Him” and “by Him”. These are the purposes and values for the
existence of any type of meeting.

B. The quality and depth of our meetings should continually be elevated
A healthy church ought to grow and be renewed continually. All our meetings are to be
conducted in the Holy Spirit and according to the heart of God. The quality and depth of the
meeting should be elevated continually to bless all who attend and that God can be glorified — to
attain to the purpose of being glorifying to God and beneficial to everyone.

C. Regular meetings at SVCA
1) Prayer Meetings
Where we come together in the Holy Spirit to draw near the Lord through prayer; to co-
work with the Lord in one accord through intersession according to the will of God and
for the house of God. This is the key to the blessings, victories, and revival of the church.
2) Small Group Meetings
It is the meeting where we live out the love and testimony of the body life in the Holy
Spirit — to enjoy the love, care, and support from other members. We built, testify and
share the gospel of Christ through feedback and fellowship of Scripture and Sunday
messages. Though this meeting we can also provide more service opportunities and
participations for everyone while developing future leaders.
3) Sunday Meetings
This is the Lord’s Day — the day of the Lord’s resurrection. The children of God ought to
respect and sanctify this day for the gathering of the saints to worship/serve God,
remember the Savior Lord, and renew our consecration. Our Sunday services compose
of the following elements:
a.Worship - Through songs, communion, messages, testimonies, and alter calls. It
is the gathering by which we are most able to corporately reflect on our
knowledge of God, depth of our spiritual life, quality of our services, and our
testimony. This meeting is also the one that involves the most amount of
member preparation/contribution before and during the service.
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b.Edification of the Saints — Providing Sunday school curriculums meeting various
needs (English, Chinese, adults, youth, children, gospel, etc.) to systematically
equip and edify the saints. This is a long, steady, and grand construction.

c. Everyone participating in the fellowship of love feast and all manner of
cleaning/maintenance services are also wonderful testimonies that we can offer
unto God on the Lord’s day

4) Gospel Meetings
Sharing the gospel is not only the commission that the Lord has given to the church and
every saint, but it is also the natural result of a healthy and maturing individual and a
maturing church. Therefore, we should never neglect or stop growing when it comes to
evangelism. Aside from personal evangelism, every district/small group should at a
minimum have a gospel meeting every 1-2 month(s).

Occasional meetings at SVCA

1) Baptismal Meetings — It is where sinners who are saved by grace and brought under the
name of the Lord testify of their union with the death, burial, and resurrection of the
Lord. It is one of the most glorious and joyous meetings.

2) Service Meetings: Focuses specifically on the communication and needs of all the
services for the entire church, various departments, district/small groups, and fellowships
groups.

3) Training Meetings: Targeted service training to accommodate seasonal and special
needs within God’s house.

4) Coworker’s Retreat: For the purpose of kicking off the church wide annual theme and
providing opportunities for more in depth prayer and fellowship among co-workers in
order to work out practical implementation plans.

5) Annual Church Wide Conferences: An annual church wide distinguished meeting for
the purpose of strengthening the annual theme and spiritual pursues.

6) Special Meetings: to accommodate special needs (i.e. — FUSE combined young adult
meeting), invitation of special guest speakers, topical seminars, pursuit meetings ... etc.

7) Others: Weddings, Memorial Services, Welcoming Gatherings ... etc.

Discussion Questions:

1)

2)

3)

4)

The message particularly mentioned that all our meetings, regardless of the type of gathering, are
to be “Christ centered worship”. Please ask everyone to share what you have received and
learned concerning this point. If we ever discover that we have deviated from this center, how do
we bring ourselves back?

Please ask everyone to briefly share on their attitude and what they have learned concerning:
“The children of God ought to respect and sanctify this day for the gathering of the saints to
worship/serve God ...” How do we effectively help brothers and sisters who are still unsteady in
this area to improve?

Please share with your small group members regarding which SVCA meetings do you receive the
most. Which particular meeting is most likely to achieve the purpose of being glorifying to God
and beneficial to everyone? Why?

Please provide suggestions that can practically improve the quality of one of the following
meetings: 1) Prayer Meeting, 2) Small Group Meeting, 3) Sunday Service.
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