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Knowing Our Church (3)
Serving in the Body of Christ
Scriptures: 15...may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ— 16 from whom
the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective

working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself
in love. (Ephesians 4:15b-16)

A) While it is important for individuals to be spiritual, God desires even more to obtain a
glorious Church

B) The challenges of actualizing “Vision and Mission”
(@) Challenges of being “incarnated” (Word becomes flesh)

1) Equip the saints for the work of ministry (Eph 4:12)

2) Grow up in all things into Him who is the Head (Eph 4:15b)

3) The VIP model to actualize the vision and mission (see reference diagram)
a. The first base: Spread the all sufficient Gospel (ministry of Peter)
b. The second base: Pursue a deeper life (ministry of John)
c. The third base: Establish bodily services (ministry of Paul)

d. The fourth base: Manifest the glorious Christ (the incarnated witnesses of
Jesus Christ)

(b) The challenges of “Same Spirit, Same Steps”

e The “oneness” of the body is something the Enemy is afraid of and always
seeking to destroy

1) The foundation of the oneness: the life of Christ
2) The way of the oneness: the cross (self-denial)
3) The power of the oneness: the same vision

4) The practice of the oneness: bodily life and service



C) Bodily service requires revelation of the Holy Spirit and self-denial of the cross

e The “oneness” of the body is not only in Christ (objective, positional), but also
the result of the work of the cross and the Holy Spirit (subjective experience and
testimonies)

e Be a right person:
1) “Good” - Good spiritual life: pure, upright, meek, humble...
2) “Faithful” - faithful to the Lord, faithful to the commission
3) “Wise” - Understand what God desires. In particular, leaders at various

levels share the same vision of the body and are willing to pay the price to
establish teams.

[ Discussion Questions]

1. Why is “serving in the body” so important? Please share the personal challenges that
you have faced while trying to live out the goal of “equipping the saints for the work of
ministry.”How do we overcome these challenges? (Discuss from the perspective of
either the person being equipped or the person equipping others.)

2. With respect to our church’s effort in realizing the “Vision Implementation Process”, what
are some visible strengths that we should be thankful for? What are areas that we still
need to improve on? Do you have any practical suggestions?

3. In the section of “Same Spirit, Same Steps,” we list four points of emphasis: “the
foundation of oneness”, “the way of oneness”, “the power of oneness”, and “the practice

of oneness.” Please share in-depth on each of these. How can you apply these points
to the goals your group set last week for the topic of “removing any dividing walls in one
accord”? If you faced challenges since then, how do you apply these points to those
challenges.

4. Please share why serving in the body is essential to “becoming the right person.” For

the three traits that Jesus has required of servants - “good, faithful, and wise,” please
discuss and share in depth.



