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Small Group Bible Study — 1 John
A book from a man abiding in Christ

This book is a book focusing on how God’s children can have true “fellowship” with God and live
out a life that can truly present their faith.

Nancy Yu 10-14-2010
(4) Chapter 4

[Note] The three points in 1 John are (1) “abiding”, (2) the Spirit, and (3) love. You need to put all
related verses together in order to get a complete understanding about what Apostle John says.

1. Discerning the Spirit of Truth (3:24 — 4:6)
e John introduces the Spirit as the abiding Spirit (3:24, 4:13)

e Holy Spirit is also the attesting Spirit (4:1-6), giving witness to those who are truly God's
children. When a believer is abiding in Christ, the Spirit guides him and warns him of
false spirits that would lead him astray.

e The false spirits belong are from the world and people of the world listen to them
2. Love is the mark of those who know God (4:7-21)

e God islove

e He who abides in love, abides in God, and God in him

e There is no fear in love

e We love because God first loved us
[ Questions to reflect upon and discuss
1. Why is there such a great need for Christians to discern the Spirit of truth and false

prophets/spirits? (Refer to Deuteronomy 13:1-5, 18:20-22; Ezekiel 13:1-7; Jeremiah 23:9-30;
Micah 3:5-8; Matthew 24:23-26 for scriptures regarding false prophets.)

As Christians, how can we overcome the doctrinal errors that continually confront us?

2. What test does Apostle John give us for determining whether a person's teaching is from "the
Spirit of God" or the "spirit of the antichrist” (4:2-3)?

Does this mean that everyone who believes in the incarnation of Christ is "from God"? Explain.

3. How does God's love for you motivate you to love others? In what practical way can you show
love this week to a brother or sister in Christ?

4. How do you explain “perfect love casts out fear”? (4:18, also refer to 2:28, 1 Peter 4:8) Do you
have any personal experience about this?
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