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Small Group Bible Study — 1 John
A book from a man abiding in Christ
Nancy Yu 09-13-2010

(1) Introduction and Chapter 1

First John was written between A.D. 85-95 by the Apostle John, the author of the Gospel of John and
the book of Revelation. The letter was circulated among a number of churches in Asia who were
threatened by false teachers. These false teachers embraced an early form of heresy known as
Gnosticism. They taught that matter was entirely evil and spirit was entirely good. This teaching
resulted in errors of denying the “fellowship” between men and God.

[ Chapter 1]

1. The foundation of our “fellowship” with God and God’s children — “the eternal life” (v.1-4)

e The source of the “Word of Life”

e The declaration of the “Word of Life”

Note: Christians everywhere seem to be interested in fellowship. They gather in fellowship halls,
attend fellowship dinners and participate in well-organized activities with fellow believers. But
what really constitutes biblical fellowship? More than any other passage of Scripture, these
opening verses of 1 John establish the basis of true fellowship that is to be enjoyed and
experienced by all Christians. More importantly, they show us how we can know we have
fellowship with God.

2. The reality of having “fellowship” with God — Walking in the Light

e The light and the darkness
e The righteousness and sin

[ Questions to reflect upon and discuss ]

1.

How do verse 1 and verse 2 describe “the eternal life” which enables us to have fellowship
with God and His children?

What normally comes to your mind when you think of Christian fellowship?

There are several phrases that begin with “If we say ...” in this chapter. Can you find all of
them out and see how the apostle John disproves them?

John provides a test (with two parts - 1:5-7 and 8-10) by which we can know if we have
fellowship with God. What kind of test is it? Is John describing Christians who are either in or
out of fellowship with God?

Does John's test strengthen or weaken your assurance of fellowship with God?
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