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My name is Jocelyn Chen, but here at the home

church people know me as Jojo. T have been attending
this church for 19 years.

While I was in elementary school, I remember
attending church on Orange. The attic above the
meeting hall was always hot and stuffy, the room
behind the garage was always cold, and the alley
behind the office was scary. But still, it was a home.
I remember the large room downstairs where during
VBS, we would make rice balls to eat for lunch.
Candy would be scattered all over the downstairs
floor during Hallelujah night. But we soon outgrew
the building and halfway into my elementary school
years, our church relocated to De Anza College for
its Sunday service. Growing up and going from Eagle
to Lion class, our “classrooms” were in the dining
hall. Though De Anza was not very consistent, there
would always being a change in meeting location and
uncertainty, I remember this place was fun. I played
on the fountain with other kids when there would
be no water coming out. Rounds and rounds of
tag, hide and seek, sharks and minnows were always

played around the buildings.

As 1 went from elementary school to middle
school, I joined the youth group. Friday night
meetings were held in the large room back at
Orange. The worship team didn’t use projection, but
the overhead projector and handwritten lyrics on the
transparencies. Of course, these were later upgraded

to a laptop and projector.

.F -r-

© Jocelyn Chen

After the church moved into Bowers, I began to
serve in the Children Church ministry, food service,
and also as a vocal on the youth worship team. In
Children Church, we would lead the kids in worship
and teach them whatever message was that week as
well as enact a short skit as a demonstration. From
there, I began to lead worship with the youth group
in 8th grade. I remember Nancy Ayi holding an
accountability group for the other worship team
members as well and we would meet and go through
the training together. Entering into high school, 1

began to serve on the combined worship team as well.

Through each step, from elementary school all
the way through high school, this church has always
been family to me. The accountability that is present
in the youth group and now Thomas group, the
“AYT’s” and “SUSU’s” in the church, the jokes that
go around the parents, and the smiles that are passed
through each hall. I am incredibly blessed to have
grown up in such an environment where people are
family. +

-
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November 21st, 2009 at Silicon Valley Christian
Assembly — with indescribable joy we stepped onto
the stage. We stood amazed at God’s love for us as
we gazed upon the cross and at the Lord’s Table. He
was the One that made our marriage possible. It was
by His grace that we were able to make covenant
with each other — to love each other: Genesis 2:24
“...and they shall become one flesh”. We also made
covenant with God — to love Him and serve Him
always: Joshua 24:15 “But as for me and my house,
we will serve the Lord.” It was so perfect.

And so we began this journey... with the joy of
anticipating all the wonders and blessings that are to
unfold before us... with the jitters about all the new
things and hurdles that we are about to face... and
most importantly with confidence that God will be
with us and will make everything perfect through
His glory. Besides, we have so many uncles, aunties,
brothers and sisters at church that encourage us
forward. How can this not be a wonderful journey?

Thinking back exactly ten years before the
wedding bells, that was when the story of “us” began.
We were both naive college students at the time. A
year before that we've met at a church, for we were
both blessed to be Christians already. Then on
November 21st, 1999, we fell in love.

And yet, we were both so young and immature,
with rough edges that needed to be dealt with by
God. It must have been really difficult, because
He took ten years. But one thing for sure, looking
back we really appreciated all that God has done in
our relationship. For one, we learned to look off
ourselves and to look upon Jesus. It is amazing that

© David and Irene Tu

when we did that, our relationship improved a lot.
For another, we are so thankful that God placed so
many spiritual mentors and counselors in our path.
Through their tireless and patient “listening”, and
the systematic pre-marital counseling, we slowly
understood what it meant to have a Christ-led
marriage and a real commitment to one another.

Thinking forward three years from the wedding
bells, we have graduated from Rainbow fellowship
and began our new journey with the Milpitas small
group. We have never thought that we would one
day serve in an “adult” small group. We simply feel
so immature and limited. Yet, it is all by God’s grace
that we serve. On reflection, it is amazing to see
what God has been doing in our life. As we matured
in our marriage, we are able to serve our small group
better. At the same time, there are spiritual seniors
in the small group (most are only a few years older
than us) that have been guiding us in our marriage
and service. Our God is just so amazing.

So, it has been three years with ups and downs.
But these three years have been so much more perfect
than the ten years prior. Many people might say that
the love during the first few months of dating is the
sweetest. But having experienced it, we can say that
being able to have this oneness between us and with
God, along with the spiritual family that we have at
SVCA, this is the sweetest. We thank you Lord! We
are so looking forward to continuing this journey
together. For as long as we keep our eyes on Jesus
Christ, along with the encouragements from our big

church family, we will be blessed! 1 r
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When the responsible Sister invited my husband
and I to write reflections for the month of December
on the subject of Praise, we both accepted the invitation
with much hesitation. First of all, we had never written
something publicly that would be read by many others.
Secondly, when we saw the expounded writings of
Brother David for the Thanksgiving Month reflections,
we doubted our abilities even more. However, since
the invitation came, we were afraid to pass the Lord’s
given opportunity; thus, we agreed to take up the
responsibility.

Praise the Lord! Now that we had completed the
assignment, we both can honestly praise the Lord for
the opportunity that He had given us. (Thanks, Sister
Ellen!) Throughout the month of December, the Lord
enabled us to write the reflections with much joy and
anticipation. Most of all, He had blessed us with the
joy of serving Him “shoulder-to-shoulder”. (Zephaniah
3:9) Because Brother and I took turns to write the
reflections alternately, we each had an entire day to
contemplate on the passage for the next day. Throughout
the day, whenever there was a quiet moment, I would
think of the passage for the following day and prayed
that the Lord would give me understanding and insight.
Amazingly, many times when I needed to write, a brief
message had already been given me; thus I found myself
typing the reflections with ease. His “yoke (indeed) is
easy and His burden (for sure) is light”. (Matt. 11:30)

Some brothers and

sisters expressed  their

TEMERT 2 b 48 PR it

© Jennifer Lu

appreciations to us for writing the reflections. We could
only humbly give thanks to the Lord for we indeed were
incapable of doing the task ourselves. If anyone had
been encouraged by any of the messages we wrote, we
praise the Lord for He was the One Who had provided
the grace and the words. We were the ones who most
benefitted from the writing. From the first day of the
Month of Praise, Psalm 16 to the last day, Revelation
19, we were brought from earth bound to heavenward.
On day one, we praised the Lord for “He is the portion
of (our) inheritance and (our) cup’, “the lines have
fallen to (us) in pleasant places”, and “in (His) presence
is fullness of joy; at (His) right hand are pleasures
forevermore.” (Ps. 16:5,6,11) When we reached day
31, the focal point was no longer on ourselves but on
God Himself. All attentions and praises were given
unto Him, “Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor and
power belong to the Lord our God!” (Rev. 19:1) Amen!

Lord Jesus, we praise You for the honor and the
privilege to write the reflections for the Month of Praise!
You alone are worthy to be praised. May your kingdom
be established among the praises of Your people. May

Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. t
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“Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips;
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful
to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous
and successful. Have I not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the
Lord your God will be with you wherever you go” (Joshua
1:8-9).

God teaches us to meditate on His Word day and night.
However, we often recite the verses, and then leave them
aside until a week later. We should recite, meditate, and apply
the Word of God in our daily lives like how a cow chews cud.
Moreover, meditating on God’s Word does not necessarily
require us to drop everything. In fact, God encourages us to
use His Word in everyday context, to see the spiritual reality
in His Word. This way, we may always have “the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God” (Ephesians 6:17) when we

encounter temptation.

Since I memorize the Scripture, I sense that every
sentence of God’s Word is filled with immense wisdom. I
start to see the power in God’s Word. I often notice that verses
from these passages flash before me during certain situations,
as if God is directly giving me advice. As I bring His Word
with me wherever I go, I have identified numerous situations
where God’s Word is directly applicable, encouraging,
advising, and helping me during hardships. God’s Word is
intimate, direct, powerful, and helpful simultaneously.

We have the Annual Scripture Recital Contest for two
years. In 2011, we memorized Matthew 5-7 - the Sermon
on the Mount, and in 2012, we memorized 37 verses from
weekly messages. In the end, my sense of accomplishment
does not come from finishing the recital of three chapters,
but from being “[equip] ... with everything good for doing
His will...” (Hebrews 13:21) because “All Scripture is God-
breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16).  *
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When I first came to SVCA, my first interactions
were with the youth at their annual retreat where I
accepted Jesus as my Lord and Savior. Since then, I've had
the opportunity to witness the junior high Titus and high
school Timothy kids I first met that weekend grow into
devoted Christ-followers in their college and professional
lives. I have walked side-by-side these young people as I
started my journey of faith since I came to SVCA, and at
this church the youth have always had a special place in
my heart.

I had just returned from a mission trip in China
ministering to the young people there when I got called
into SVCA’s youth ministry. When I returned home, the
question kept coming up: “What about our youth?” God
showed me a picture of our youth group at home being like
the flock in Ezekiel 34 — scattered, hungry, lost, injured,
weak...but promised that He would be their shepherd and
give them assurance that He is with them and is their God.

When God showed me this picture of the youth,
it seemed just the opposite. They didnt look scattered,
hungry, lost, injured, or weak — it wouldn't take long for
someone to gauge that most students who make up our
youth group are driven by success and strive for excellence
in their academics, music, sports, and social lives. But
these are the very things that compete as priorities over
God, and as a result our youth are getting lost in this fast-
paced culture. Our youth have it all together in the world’s
standards, but I'm starting to see that the picture of this
helpless flock is on target. The reality is that although we
can’t see at first glance, internally they have their pains,
questions, doubts, loneliness, fears, worries, failures, and
insecurities.

In the midst of all this, they are wrestling with their
faith to see if what they’ve been taught since growing up in
our church is true. Their faith is put to test when it comes
to trusting Jesus through these struggles. We have a group

WARBERE TEHAR, FT

© Melissa Moscardon

of youth who will not settle for less in their path to success,
but they have settled for less in their passion for Christ.
With the statistics that 70-75% of Christian youth leave
church after high school, that leaves 9 of our 33 youth still
attending church after moving on from SVCA. It is a scary
thought, but there’s another reality that’s even more worth
noting.

That reality is in Christ. From our recent Hebrews
study, we are reminded of the spiritual reality that our
High Priest Jesus Christ is interceding for us and to fix
our eyes on Him. Now that our church's theme this year
is about “Those who love the Lord rising like the sun in
its strength”, I believe God is calling our young people in
SVCA to no longer be influenced by this world’s culture
and instead to be the spiritual influence on their generation.
God has given us a vision that the young generation in
today’s culture will know that Jesus is Lord when our
youth in SVCA rise up from their current condition as

God shepherds them, just as He promised.

Through ministering to the youth, I am learning to
trust that God will be faithful in shepherding his young
people. How will we get to see His promise being fulfilled?
How will we get to our destination? In the end God is
the only one who knows the way to get there, but all we
need to know is that our God Almighty is with us. In
the meantime, we must be their spiritual influence and
relationally build them to be disciples who will make more
disciples. We must be in such unity and communion with
Him that we are unified in Spirit to know his agenda. Our
plans are just but following God’s lead. Our calling is to be
transformed to be like Christ ourselves before seeing our
youth be transformed. And we are to pray pray pray. Prayer
will get us to open our eyes and see the work that Jesus,
the author of faith, is already doing and will continue to do
among our youth until he brings their faith into perfection.
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