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SVCA 31st Anniversary Thanksgiving Sunday:
"I Am the God of Bethel"

I. The Special Significance of Bethel in the Bible
1. The Meaning of "Bethel" itself: "House of God, Dwelling Place of God"
2. Abraham built altars to God twice in Bethel (Genesis 12:8, 13:3)
3. Jacob experienced God's presence twice in Bethel
a) After encountering God, he made vows and set up a pillar as a witness there:

16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and |
did not know it.” 17 And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is
none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!” 18 Then Jacob
rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put at his head, set it up
as a pillar, and poured oil on top of it. 19 And he called the name of that place
Bethel...20 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me, and keep me
in this way that | am going...then the Lord shall be my God. 22 And this stone which
| have set as a pillar shall be God’s house...” (Genesis 28:16-22)

b) When God called Jacob back, He specifically reminded Jacob, "I am the God of
Bethel":

"Jacob...13 | am the God of Bethel, where you anointed a pillar and where you
made a vow to me. Now leave this land at once and go back to your native land."
(Genesis 31:13)

c) Jacob obediently returned to Bethel, built an altar, set up a pillar, and experienced
God's presence and covenant:

"God said to Jacob, 'Go up to Bethel and settle there, and build an altar there to
God...2 So Jacob said to his household... 'Get rid of the foreign gods you have with
you...3 Let us go up to Bethel, where | will build an altar to God..." 4 So they gave
Jacob all the foreign gods they had...5 Then they set out, and the terror of God fell
on the towns all around them so that no one pursued them...to Bethel... 7 There he
built an altar...and God appeared to him there and blessed him...10 Then God said
to him, "Your name is Jacob, but you will no longer be called Jacob; your name will
be Israel...11 God said to him, 'l am God Almighty; be fruitful and increase in
number...l will give you and your descendants the land | gave to Abraham and
Isaac..." 14 Jacob set up a stone pillar at the place where God had talked with him,
and he poured out a drink offering on it; he also poured oil on it. 15 Jacob called the
place where God had talked with him Bethel. ." (Genesis 35:1-15)

[I. Throughout History, God Has Always Desired a Dwelling Place
According to His Will

- "The LORD has chosen Zion, saying, 'This is my resting place forever and ever; here
| will sit enthroned, for | have desired it." (Psalm 132:13-14)



- "Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place.
16 | have chosen and consecrated this temple so that my Name may be there forever.
My eyes and my heart will always be there." (2 Chronicles 7:15-16)

- "My dwelling place will be with them; | will be their God, and they will be my people.

28 Then the nations will know that | the LORD make Israel holy, when my sanctuary
Is among them forever." (Ezekiel 37:27-28)

I1l. God's Grace and Entrustment to Our Church

1. The abundant grace of "El Shaddai, Ebenezer, Immanuel”

2. The entrustment and testimony of "Bethlehem, Bethany, Bethel"



